Application No. 1 0/8 16,171 

Reply to Office Action of October 19, 2006 


REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The Examiner is requiring restriction to one of the following groups: 

Group I: Claims 31-72, drawn to powder coating comprising matrix polymer 

and fibers embedded in polyether ketone 

Group II: Claims 73-92, drawn to Method of making powder by mixing 

micropowder in suspension and spraying the suspension into the 
matrix micropowder then evaporating a liquid to obtain granulates 

Group III: Claims 93-1 06, drawn to Method of making powder by cooling coarse 

granulates, grinding and separating the powder 

Group IV: Claims 107-1 14, drawn to Method for producing powder by processing 

and cutting or blowing into shape 

Group V : Claims 115-118, drawn to Method of obtaining a special structure 

Group VI: Claims 119-129, drawn to Product by product class 

Applicants hereby elect Group I, Claims 31-72, drawn to a powder coating 
comprising a matrix polymer and fibers embedded in a polyether ketone, with traverse 
on the grounds that no adequate reasons and/or examples have been provided to 
support a conclusion of patentable distinctiveness between the identified groups. 

Also, it has not been shown that a burden exists in searching the claims of the six 
groups. 

Moreover, the MPEP at §803 states as follows: 

“If the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without a serious burden, the Examiner must examine it 
on the merits, even though it includes claims to distinct or 
independent inventions.” 

Applicants respectfully submit that a search of all of the claims would not 
impose a serious burden on the Office. 

Furthermore, Applicants believe that the claims of Groups V and VI should 
have been included with the Group I claims in the outstanding Office Action because they are 
dependent or refer back to the claims of Group I, namely Claims 3 1 , 34 and 55. 
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Application No. 1 0/8 16,171 

Reply to Office Action of October 1 9, 2006 

Accordingly, and for the reasons presented above. Applicants submit that the Office 
has failed to meet the burden necessary in order to sustain the Restriction Requirement. 
Withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement is respectfully requested. 

Regarding the amendments to the claims, the term “crosslinked” has been mistakenly 
used in Claims 44, 45, 64 and 65. The error is obvious since PA1 1 and PA12 are not 
polyamides which are capable of crosslinking. As can be seen in the attached excerpts from 
“Die Kunststoffe und ihre Eigenschaften” authored by Dipl.-Ing. Hans Domininghaus, VDI- 
Verlag GmbH, Duesseldorf, 1976, pp. 270-273, polyamides can be subdivided into two 
groups: cases where claims are formed by a single basic element which leads to polyamides 
identified as PA6, PA1 1 or PA12, and cases where claims are formed by two basic elements 
which leads to polyamides identified as PA66 and PA610. from the table on page 272, it can 
be seen that PA6 differs from PA1 1 or PA12 in that its molecular chain is different in length. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the above-identified application is now in 
condition for examination on the merits, and early notice of such action is earnestly solicited. 


Customer Number 

22850 


Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703) 413 -2220 

(OSMMN 06/04) 


Respectfully submitted, 


OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
Norman F. Obion 
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